
HOW IS DISABILITY
CRIMINALIZED?

This increases the likelihood that
they will interact with police and
the criminal justice system.

Disabled people, especially disabled
people of color, experience

This can manifest as
increased rates of 

HIGH RATES OF
VICTIMIZATION

More than half of Black disabled people are arrested by age 28.

Disabled people may display behaviors,
like stimming or not following commands,

that law enforcement see as

This is compounded for Black disabled people, who
experience a higher risk of coming into contact with police.

Behaviors perceived as 

or
can be misunderstood by law enforcement,
leading to potential escalation like the use of
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The policing of disabled bodies in America happens
disproportionately, impacting the outcomes of justice,

equity, and equal treatment under the law. Here’s how.
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HOW IS DISABILITY
CRIMINALIZED?

RACIAL DISPARITIES PERSIST

Both Black and White Americans
believe that Black people receive
unfair treatment from police and the
criminal justice system, with

to report unfair stops due to race.

being

 Disabled individuals,
nonbinary, and transgender
folks, face increased risk of

police force echoing patterns
of abuse seen in communities

of color and gender non-
conforming individuals.

Threat or use of force by police
against women as a whole has risen 

since 1999.

face police misconduct,
including racial slurs, at

experience these
same abuses 

the rate of
White residents.

Despite declines in youth arrests and incarceration, 

especially in the use of force.

This is especially true for people of color:

12x

2x
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PERCEPTIONS OF
FAIR TREATMENT

GENDER AND
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The policing of disabled bodies in America happens
disproportionately, impacting the outcomes of justice,

equity, and equal treatment under the law. Here’s how.
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12 TIMES

TWICE AS OFTEN

BLACK RESIDENTS

BLACK AMERICANS 5 TIMES MORE LIKELY

LATINX INDIVIDUALS

488%


